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Mere 13.8 per cent crack GATE

TN RAGHUNATHA ® MUMBAI

An approximate 13.8 per
cent of a total of 9,84,855

candidates who appeared i
the Graduate Aptitude Teﬁfolrr

Engineering (GATE-2013)
conducted fointly by the Indian
Institute of Sclence and the
seven Indian Institutes of
Technologies in January and
February this year qualified the
crucial examination,

Andhra Pradesh emerged
on the top with 22,476 of its
natives making it through the
GATE-2013. The four other
States with highest number of

ualified candidates are: Uttar
radesh (22,400), Maharashtra

(9,951), Bihar (9,820), and
Kerala (8,592).
tndian Institute of

Technology (I1IT), Bombay, the
organising institute for GATE

2013, announced the results on
Friday. Of the total 12,00,728
candidates"who registered for
GATE-2013, 9,84,855 candi-
dates (82.02%) appeared for the
examination. Of those who
appeared for GATE-2013,
1,36,699 (13.88 per cent) qual-
ified the examination. Women
candidates comprised 39.75
per cent of the total registrants

" this vear,

dmission to postgraduate
programmes with Government
scholarships or assistantships in
Engineering Colleges, Institutes
and Universities is open to
those who have qualified
through this test.

The organising institute
conducted the GATE-2013 in
four sessions spread over two
days in January and February
this year.

s many as 2,02,223 can-

P-7

didates appeared for the com-

uter-based online exam in
sfteen papers in 572 centers
spread over 123 cities and
towns across the country on
January 20, while the offline
exam for 9,98,505 candidates in
the remaining six papers was
conducted in 992 centers
spread over 183 cities and
towns across the country on

. Febtuaty 10, 2013. -

‘Nearly 81 per cent of the
total number of candidates
who appeared for GATE 2013
were 4rom four papers:
Electronics and
Communication Engineering
(2,56,135), Computer Science
and Information Technology

(2,24,160), Mechanical
Engineering (1,65,814) and
Electrical  Engineering
(1,52,381).

Among those who have

qualified GATE-2013, 72,125
belong to General category,
41,237 to OBC-NC, 18,936 to
SC, and 4,401 to ST categories.
There were in all 1,136 physi-
cally challenged persons amon
the total number of qualifie
candidates in various cate-
gories. An approximate 20.9
per cent of the total qualified
candidates. S

“Fifteen Public Sector Units
(PSUs) have signed Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) with
IIT Bombay to receive the offi-
cial GATE 201f3 resultls across
various papers for employment
screenir{)g I;)u oses. Qualified
candidates have to apply
separately to each of the IITs and
1ISc to seek admission to post
graduate programmes,’ Prof.
Umesh Bellur, Organisin
Chairman, GATE 2013, IIT,
Bombay, sald here.
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WINDS OF CHANGE

15, 115c open GATY

Jor ‘other’ gender -

Bhavya Dore
# bhavyadore@hindustantimes com

MUMBAL: In a first, this year
the Graduate Aptitude Test
in Engineering (GATE)
introduced ‘other’ as a gender
choice for candidates, along
with ‘male’ and ‘female’, and
36 candidates marked them-
selves as ‘others’.

“This is also a category in
society, we didn't want to
leave anyone out,” said
Prasanna Gandhi, vice-
chairperson, GATE 2013.

GATE is a qualifying

examination for pursuing
Mtech and Phd pro-
grammes at the Indian
Institutes of Technology,
Indian Institute of Science
(Bangalore), and several
other engineering colleges.

Three of the 36 candi-
dates who claimed to be of
‘other’ gender have quali-
fied. The last date for filling
forms was September 30,
2012 and the results were
declared on Friday.

The test was conducted
online for 15 papers on
January 20 and offline for
six papers on February 10,
IIT Bombay was the orga-
nising institute for the exam

9,84,855

Total candidates
appeared |

1,36,699 |

Total candidates quaied

1,08,124

Total candidates quaed
(male) '

28,572

Total candidates quaied

(female) ‘
Total candidates |
qualified (other) ,

22476

Highest no, of succeﬁxl
candidates from Anca

this year.
Qualified candidateran

now use their GATE sres

to apply to masters’ pr
grammes. The scores'e
also used by 16 Public
Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) to recruit studits.

Andhra Pradesh (2{76)

has the highest numbiof

qualifying candidates|-
lowed by UP (22,400)d

Maharashtra (8,951).
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Google chief Larry Page adds
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two lIT alumni to his 'L-Team’

Top-deck shake-up sees head of mapping and commerce stepping aside

BIDOMBERG ‘ “
San Francisco, 15 March : ]
—_——

Google said Jeff Huber, head of
mapping and commerce, is step-
ping down to work on hew projects
amid management changes aimed
at helping Chief Executive Larry
Page pursue areas of growth.
Google is splitting the two busi-
nesses Huber led, according to a
person familiar with the matter,
Alan Eustace, senior vice-president
in charge of areas including search,
will now oversee mapping, while
Susan ‘Wojclcki, senior vice-presi-
dent of advertising, will lead com-
merce, said the person, who asked

: Sundar Pichai ; s

not to be namoed because the  Sridhar Ramaswamy Cd
changes aren’t public. * PhD. Comi ienc S
thu \ puter Science, ., - ¢ ™ MBA from Wharton School of

. Pageisrealigning the senior staff 1989 - 1994 . ! Business ‘ i
m_ﬁharg%ofﬂlﬁ busﬁ?;ises :Eoogle from Brown University *+ ® Masters in engineering and materials
Srowth and s i oo SX€D D u BTech,, Computer Scénce, - . **  sdence from Stanford niversty.
'glo““;gt:saiﬁ-cllis eq:lgsnﬁggﬁé 1985 - 1989 e e B Tach, Metallurgical and materials

f “Joff i from IIT MADRAS i engineering, 1989-1993 from IV - -
or most of revenue. “Jeff is an « Lo C e .., b® 8: )
extraordinary executive,” Mouritain ‘ . -y Kharagpur . HE
View, California-based Google said g L o S S

inane-mailed statement yesterday.

“He just finished his first decade at A spokeswoman for Google, groupthat reports directlyto Page,
Google —havingworkedonsomecf declined to comment on the reor- according to another person.
our most complicated issues like” ganisation. - Ramaswamy, who had previously
ads, apps, payments and geo —and Sridhar Ramaswamy, senior reported to Wejcickd, has worked on
now helseagertoworkinmoreofa * vice-president of engineering, is search advertising and Google
startup-like environment.” joining the so-called “L-Team,” the Shopping. !

’

Schmidt to give
start-up tipson
India visit

Google's Executive Chairman
Eric Schmidt plans to give tips
to start-up entrepreneurs on
his maiden two-day visit to
India next week .,

Software industry body
Nasscom Is organising an
interactive sesslon with
Schmidt on March 20, as part
of its start-up initiative,

On its Facebook page,
Nasscom for Start-ups, the
body has asked entrepreneurs
to post questions, which
would bedirected to Schmidt,

Another incubator, Kochi-
based The Start-up Village,
too, hasbeen running a social
media campaign, giving them
an opportunity to meet
Schmidt in Delhi,

BS REPORTER

The 1-Team fs now made up of
Eustace, Wojcickl and Pichai, along
with Vic Gundotra, who oversees

-social initlatives, and Salar

Kamangar, who leads video-sharing
service YouTube, the person said.



Vishwa Mohan | TnN

New Delhi: The tug of war
over language in the civil ser-
vices examination — that se-
lects candidates for elite cen-
tral services, including the
IAS, IPS,IFS and IRS, among
others —won't affect the pre-
liminary testslated tobeheld
on May 26, .

Sources indlcated that
the commission may opt for
the earlier pattern for the
language papers and medi-
um of examination after
holding a meeting with vari-
ous stakeholders. However,
other changes like giving

Times of India 16/03/2013

Language row won't hit UPSC prelims

Current Norms For Language Papers, Medium Of Examination To Apply

weight to peneral studies pa-
per remain unaffected. Keep-
ing the notification in abey-
ance will only affect notified
changes in the exam that had
sought to give additional
weight to marks obtained in
the English paper. Eatlier,
the English test paper was
only qualifying in nature,
where its marks had no bear-
ing in the final selection.

The revamped pattern al-
so carries other contentious
provisions related to region-
al languages, prohibiting
candidates toopt for any par-
ticular language as their op-

"tional subject if they didn’t

study itatthe undergraduate
level. Similarly, they won'tbe
allowed to write their exam-
ination in a particular lan-
guage if therearelessthan2s
candidates opting for that

P-17

medmm of instruction. In
that case, they will have to
write their exam in e1ther
English or Hindi.

Hence, a medical science

orhistoryorpolitical science
graduate cannot opt for Ben-
gali, Marathi, Malayalam or
any other literature of re-

-gional language as his or her

optional subject. Similarly, if
less than 25 candidates opt to
write their main exam in
Gujarati or Sindhi or any
other regional language,
they won’t be allowed to use
that medium and willhave to
write their papers either in
English or Hindi.
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The notification, issued
on March 5, had drawn criti-
cism from CMs with a num-
ber of them, including Shiv-
raj Singh Chauhan (MP), J
Jayalalithaa (TN) and Na-
rendra Modi (Gujarat), writ-
ing to PM Singh demanding
withdrawal of the notifica-
tion. Key UPA ally DMK too
had objected tothe move.

They had noted the re-
vamped exam system not on-
ly favourably tilts towards
the aspirants who know
better English but also dis-
criminate those who are oth-
erwise proficient in regmna.l
languages.
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OBC creamy layer
bar raised to %6 lakh

Subodh Ghildiyal | tas

New Delhi: OBCs earning
over Bs & lakh annually will
not be eligible for quota in
jobs and education with a
sroup of ministers on Fri-
day deciding to raise the
‘creamy layer” bar from Rs
4.50 lalkh as part of the revi-
siondone every four years,
The increase, however
marks a setback for the

»Moily opposes, P 12

LIMIT UP IL5L

» Backward Classes panel
had mooted income bar of
R 12 lakh to qualify for OBC
guota in urban areas and
9 lakhinrural areas

» GoM led by Chidambaram
settled on auniform income
ceiling of 6 lakh

» Ceiling started at ¥1 lakh
in 1993, revised to W25 lakh in
2004 and T 4.5lakh in 2 008

‘backward lobby* of minis-

ters that bloclked the propos-

al for fiximng creamy layer at
R=6 lakh in the Cabinet last

June, arguing it did not re-
flect the fall in value of cur-

rency and inflation.

A GolM headed by P Chi-

dambaram i= learnt to have
welghed in favour of retain-
mngthe inoome level suggest-
ed by social justice ministry
that ran into resistance in
the Cabinet last year It in-
cluded Pallam Raju Selja
and V Naravanasamy
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Cern now 999% certain Higgs boson has been found

Discoveries depend on patience

pope has just talen office, a physi-

cists’ conference has been taking
stocl of the God particle. Its spoke sper-
sons have pronounced a 99.9% certainty
that the new particle discovered in
Cern’s Large Hadron Collider last July
is indeed the Higgs bason, or the key to
how matter acquires mass. But whereas
last year’s pronouncement was greeted
with great excitement even by lavper-
=ons, this year's has fomented a yawn-
fest. While this is par for the

I ess than 800 km from where a new

course when it comes to the BTIMES VIEW=

‘goddamn’ parti-
cle (a sobrigquet
later sanitised)
was because it is
s0 hard to isolate,

Gazillions  of
apples had taken
a fall before Isaac
Newton came
along to ask, why
do apples fall?
Gazillions of

relationship of high science =+
to mass audiences, in no way does it
impairthe significance of Cern’s work.
Because the funding of expensive
projects lilke the LHC and Nasa's Mars
rover can collapse without taxpayers’
support these days, scientists try hard
to seeld 4 mass connect, in language
attempting to bridge the gap between
their ivory tower and the general economy.
Complexities can get lost inthe process,
such as the fact that the LHC team has
now analvsed 2.5 times more data than
was available in July, and the very rea-
zon the Higgs boson was dubbed the

[

gravity  experi- =
mentslater, man stepped onto the moon.
In all the yvears in the interim and be-
vond, applied probability has enabled
applications in fields ranging from ge-
netics to computer vision. Given that
what we are really awaiting is a new law
of phyvsics, intended to be eternal and
universal (till the next discovery) — the
wait for confirming the Higgs boson
hasn'treally been that long. As Captain
Kirk told the Triskelions, @4ll vour peo-
ple must learn before you can reach for
thestars.”
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Smentlsts taking us for a ride

ing that Mohel

prize-winning
physicist Leon Le-
derman once des-
cribed the Higgs
boson as the ‘god-
damn particle® —
later changed by
clever publishers
to ‘God particle’.
That conferred on
the scientists’

Its not for noth-

ECOUNTERVIEW =

they told us they had detected the same
particle with 98% certainty Mark that it’s
notstll 100% foolproof. More research and
insight, the Cern scientists say will be
needed intothe findingstoestablish beyond
any measure of doubt the existence of the
Higgs boson. 8o what exactly are we cele-
brating? More uneertainty and confiision?
Six months down the line, we may again
hear from the Cern scientists about new
discoveries about the Higgs boson that
could change the entire debate. Funnily,
like now, even then the public would be
struggling to comprehend
............ a fraction of the scientific

quest an aura of deep mysticism and
inzight, even making it seem like a spiri-
tual quest, when therealitvisthatmodern
science is so abstract and esoteric that
it hardly offers anything meaningful in
human terms.

Let’s take the latest burst of excite-
mentover the Cern scientists declaring to
the world that they are now 99.9% certain
that the Higgs boson they discovered 1=
actually the elusive *God particle’. Just a
few months earlier; however, celebrations
hadbroken out in thescientific world when

Meghna Roy

terminology.

Scientists may even turn around and
=y that their research 1= not meant for
easy comprehension by all and sundry
But then why treat each discovery as such
aspectacle, even when we're noteven very
sure about what's being talled about? It's
actually much adoabout nothing, because
sclentists need large sums of money to
fund their esoteric research. Therefore
hype, as in clever coinages such as the
‘God particle’, is needed to con the tax-
payer into paying for all the expensive
equipment.

The inspiration behind the movie, Swades

liTian Ravi Kuchimanchi gave up a cushy life in the US
to work for villagers in India, stricken with problems

* ANURADHA VARANASI
Mumbai

An IIT graduate who was pursu-
ing a PhD in Physics from the
University of Maryland in the
early nineties, Ravi Kuchimanchi
gave up a cozy life in the US to fo
cus on the hardships of rural In
dians.

Founder of Association of In
dia's Development (AID), Kuchi-
manchi is better known as the
man who inspired the Bollywood
movie 'Swades' in 2004, "When we
were in the US, we observed that
though there were several NGOs
and other organizations set up by
NRIs none of them were connect
ed to rural India. That is when
we decided to raise money from
there to support several groups
working in India,” says Ravi (48),
who used to spend his holidays in
his hometown, Rajahmundry in
Andhra Pradesh.

"We founded AID in 1991 by
sending out emails to our friends
and requesting them to pitch ina
few dollars every month which
would be sent to a village in In-
dia," added Ravi. The husband-
wife duo also started a campaign
known as the "'Visit a Village' in
the States that motivated several
NRIs and Americans alike to vis-
it Indian villages to connect with
rural issues.

What started as a support group
for sustainable development in
rural India, AID now also concen
trates on social causes and has
been involved in other spheres
such as agriculture, education,

Ravi and Aravinda Kuchimanchi with their daughter, Khiyali.

women empowerment, energy,
health and livelihoods in several
states across the country.

Inspired by activists like Medha
Patkar, Kuchimanchi and his
wife Aravinda, took up issues
like dams versus people in the
late 90s. When they returned to
India, with his knowledge in
physies, Ravi developed the pedal
power generator that produced
electricity for several remote vil
lages. With this facility, school
kids now take turns to pedal.

The Kuchimanchis are now con
centrating on health and agricul-
tural issues faced in rural areas
across 50 states in the country.

"In one such initiative, we popu
larised a (raditional method of
keeping food warm by using hay
boxes. It is called the 'Easy Cook-

s0 that the food doesn't get
burned. But with the help of the
easy cooker, one can keep the
boiling rice or sabjl inside so the
temperature is regulated and the
food is cooked,"” explained Ar-
avinda.

It is priced at Rs 70 lo Rs 100
and allows the bamboo artisans
and womens' group to earn a de-
cent livelihood as the concept has
now gained popularity in several
districts across Andhra Pradesh.
Kuchimanchi's family also uses
the 'Easy Cooker’.

Ravi and Aravinda Kuchi
manchi have also been actively
participating in the fleld of sus-
tainable agriculture and organic
farming, which they say is a
cheaper option for peasants.

"The AID is now concentrating
on the agriculture budget in
Andhra Pradesh to bring out the
key points to improve farming
and irrigation and also the farm-
ers' demands,” said Ravi.

Other than this, the AID has
also been promoting crops such
as raagi, baajra, jawar, etc which
are not procured by the Public
Distribution System (PDS) and
hence are not grown by most
farmers. "This has resulted in

SUNSHINE STORY

er’ which is made and sold in
South Indian villages specifical-
1y." said Aravinda.

The 'Easy Cooker' saves more
than 50 per cent energy and is
made by villagers with the help
of hay, bamboo shavings and

burlap. "In cities, we have the Jux-

ury of a gas stove where we can
cook rice or anything else on sim

most people forgetting such
coarse grains, This Is extremely
unfortunate as these crops are
not only healthier but also easier
and cheaper to grow as compared
to rice or wheat," said Aravinda.
The AID has been encouraging
farmers and villagers to grow
these erops and have been dis-
tributing them door to door in 50

To learn more about AID or
contact Ravi Kuchimanchi, one can
visit www.aidindia.org

This is the eighth in a weekly
series on people who are lighting
a candle in the darkness.

villages in order to promote these
crops. These grains are mostly
distributed as a part of the mal-
nourishment programme where
hundreds of children up to the
age of five years receive one kg
bags of raagi grains from the or
ganization.

"Through this initiative, we
have observed that in the last five
vears, the number of young chil-
dren who are in the third or
fourth phase of malnourishment
has drastically reduced from 200
qach village to around
year. However, around 50
per cent of rural children are yet
malnourished,"” said Ravi.

In another initiative, the Kuechi-
manchis started a Kitchen Gar-
den Programme for land less
families in 50 Indian villages.
The AID encouraged these fami
lies o use the space around their
houses to grow vegetables, A bag
of desi variety seeds worth Rs, 50
were distributed to around 300
landless families in each village.

This initiative was started three
years ago and the organization
has observed that each family
had managed to grow crops
worth Rs. 500 each during winter
and monsoon seasons.

"We are now trying to distribute
seeds that can be used through
out the year as we received a
good response and most of these
families are now eating more nu-
tritious food because of kitchen
gardening,” sald Aravinda.
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CONGRATS!

Bengal tops competitive
engineering exam

HT Correspondent
B |etters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: This year, stu-
dents from Kolkata are
outshining others in the
Graduate Aptitude Test
in Engineering (GATE),
declared the results on
Sunday. While two of the
city’s students have secured
the all-India first place,
three others have ranked
among the top five.
Bibaswan Kumar
Chatterjee, a student of
Bengal Engineering and
Science University, Shibpur,
has secured the All-India
Rank (AIR) 1in Computer
Science and Shimul Kumar
Dam, a Jadavpur University
student, received AIR 11in
Electrical Engineering.

“I knew I'd do well, but
never though I would rank
first. I plan to study in
Indian Institute of Science
(IISC) Bangalore. My aim is
to get into serious research
work,” Chatterjee said.

For Dam, the overwhelm-
ing result has brought with
it confusion. “I am happy,
but now I don’t know which
institute to go for. I will have
to think. It'll be a choice
between the top II'Ts and
IISC,” he said.

Besides Bibaswan and
Shimul, other toppers
from Kolkata include
Saugata Datta, AIR
3 in Instrumentation,
Abhratanu Pal, AIR 4
in Instrumentation and
Rupam Pal, AIR 5 in
Electrical.
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